The Great American Story! 


The play that never got finished 


by Danielle Swain aka MsDz 


OLD SCRIPT FOR A PLAY I WAS WORKING ON. 
ACT 1 SCENE ONE. 
LIGHTS UP ON: ARTEMIS (78) 


(Adjusting himself in his chair ARTEMIS 
peers out into the audience.) 


ARTEMIS 
Hello boys and girls. So you are here to lean about America. Not the America they taught 
you in your wimpy ass schools or the one you read about in those trashy historical novels. 
Not your grandpa's America where he tells you about his Vietnam "experience" leaving 
out the part about all the dope he smoked. But the real America. The dirty America, fast 
and furious America. The America that got us right here today. Heck this is the Great 
American Story. 


CHORUS (OFF STAGE) 


(Singing) 
The great American story the really great American story. 


ARTEMIS 


(looking around to see who is singing. Shifts 
in his char and struggles with a cane to 
stand) 

So lets begin our story at the beginning Plymouth Rock 


FADE TO BLACK. 
FADE UP: 


As the bow of a ship rest in the sand near a big rock 
WILLIAM BRADFORD and a group of PILGRIMS 
walk toward the rock and WILLIAM BRADFORD 
places his foot upon it. 


WILLIAM BRADFORD 
It was winter; and they that know the winters of that country know them to be sharp and 
violent, and subject to cruel and fierce storms, dangerous to travel to known places, much 
more to search an unknown coast. Besides what could they see but a hideous and desolate 
wilderness, full of wild beast and wild men? And what multitudes there might be of them, 
they knew not. 


A group of INDIANS approach the PILGRIMS from 
state left during BRADFORD's speech. 


INDIAN 1 


(speaking to the other Indians) 
Is he talking about us? 


INDIAN 2 
I don't think we are so wild. Sure we still live in the stone age but I think were kind of 
nice. 


WILLIAM BRADFORD 
Being thus arrived in a good harbor and brought safe to land, they fell upon their knees 
and blessed the God of heaven. 


INDIAN 3 
Yay we could have killed them and we didn't 


WILLIAM BRADFORD 
Who had brought them over the vast and furious ocean, and delivered them from all the 
perils and miseries thereof, again to set there feet on the firm and stable earth, their 
proper element. 


INDIAN 3 
Can I kill one of them now? 


WILLIAM BRADFORD 
But here I cannot but stay and make a pause, and stand half amazed at the poor people's 
condition. 


INDIAN 1 
No lets not kill them, I think they are going to die off anyway. 


PILGRIM 1 


(speaking to the Indians) 
Excuse me, you are right most of us will die off but your kindness and hospitality to us 
assures the survival of some of us. 


William Bradford looks perplexed 
PILGRIM 2 


We write letters back home and more of us come, and because of your simple ways we 
take advantage of you. 


INDIAN 3 
Is she calling us simple? Can I kill that one? 


PILGRIM 3 
The best thing you could do is dismember us, cut our heads off place them on a stick and 
leave them as a warning to all others to keep away. 


Enter stage left THE DIRECTOR 


THE DIRECTOR 
Cut cut cut. What are you doing? You are ruining my Plymouth Rock scene. William just 
finish your speech give the Indians the beads and everybody else keep quit. 


INDIAN 3 
The beads? What are the beads for? 


PILGRIM 1 
I think they are to placate and cajole you so you give us all your land. 


INDIAN 2 
What are they made of, gold platinum with diamonds? 


PILGRIM 2 
No, glass 
INDIAN 3 
I real want to kill one of them. 
THE DIRECTOR 


Indians just take the beads and go, we are not going to see you again till sometime after 
the Civil War anyway 


The Indians take the beads and start heading off stage left 


INDIAN 2 
What the heck is the Civil War? 


PILGRIM 2 
That's when we tried to kill ourselves off. 


INDIAN 3 
Good to know some of them get killed. 


THE DIRECTOR 
Can we get back to the story, we have a deadline to meet. 


FADE TO BLACK. 
LIGHTS UP ON: ARTEMIS 
ARTEMIS 


(seated in his char) 
How you liken it so far kids? Lets not all cheer up at once OK. 


AUDIENCE MEMBER 
It sucks! 


ARTEMIS 
Hay! I can still get up, come over there and hit you with my cane.! 


(pause a moment) 


ARTEMIS 
A little side note about Plymouth Rock; The first written reference to the Pilgrims landing 
on a rock is found 121 years after they landed, sooo it may have never happened that 
way, but everybody loves that part of the story, we decided to leave it in. So lets continue 
with The Great American Story 


CHORUS (OFF STAGE) 
(singing ) 
The great American story, wonderful stupendous and incredibly great American story 
ARTEMIS 
What the hell? 
FADE TO BLACK. 
ACT 1 SCENE TWO 
FADE UP: 
THE DIRECTOR 


OK drop down the sign. 


(sign reeds JAMESTOWN 1619) 
Lower lower, to low take it up a bit, there. Stagehands bring in the bails of tobacco, 
slaves will you give the stagehands a little help. 


SLAVE 1 (OFF STAGE) 


Are you kidding me Jack 


From stage right two stagehands struggle bringing in 
three heavy bails of tobacco 


THE DIRECTOR 
John Rolf, and Pocahontas stand here, 


JOHN ROLF and POCAHONTAS enter from stage left 
and go the position the director is pointing to. 


THE DIRECTOR 
Slaves come over and stand around the bails of tobacco. 


The SLAVES enter from stage right and take there place 


THE DIRECTOR 
Chorus come out here and take you place behind the bails of tobacco, 


The Chorus enters from stage left and stands behind the 
bails of tobacco. 


THE DIRECTOR 
Move a little to sage center so we can see you chorus. Looking good folks. 


(as he is walking off stage) 
And action 


JOHN ROLF 
Well dear we couldn't get any of your Indian friends to pick the tobacco for us 


INDIAN 3 (OFF STAGE) 
Damm right about that 


JOHN ROLF 
So we had to buy those slaves to do it. 


POCAHONTAS 
But they are soooo black 

JOHN ROLF 
They are cheaper that way dear 

POCAHONTAS 


Why couldn't we pay up for some white slaves? 


JOHN ROLF 
It doesn't work that way anymore honey we can only get white indentured servants these 
days and you know how they are, thay want to be free in a year or two and then they 
want us to give them some land. 


(whispering into her ear) 
The black ones work the hardest. 


SLAVE 2 
I can hear you! 


SLAVE 1 
This is bull shit! 


INDIAN 2 (OFF STAGE) 
You should kill them now, while you still have a chance. 


PILGRIM 2 
Entering from stage right and stopping next to the slaves 
He is probably right if you kill them now there is a chance you people will get a bad rep 


and no one will want to buy you. But it will be an up hill battle you probably need the 
Indians to help you kill us all. 


POCAHONTAS 
Who the hell is she? 

JOHN ROLF 
I think she is a Pilgrim dear. 

PILGRIM 2 


But you only have a few years before slavery becomes systemic in America and the 
modern conception of slavery is part of the future of this country until 1865 with the 
passage of the Thirteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution that followed the 
American Civil War. 


SLAVE 1 


(taking out a calculator) 
That's 246 years! 


JOHN ROLF 
What is the United States? 


SLAVE 3 
Are you telling me I have to be a slave for 246 years? 


PILGRIM 2 
I wish it was that simple, even after the Thirteenth Amendment, in the south practices of 
slavery shaped the institutions of convict leasing, sharecropping and Jim Crow laws to 
enforce racial segregation, white supremacy and legal disfranchisement persisted to the 
mid nineteen sixties. 


SLAVE 2 
Did she get that off wikipedia? 


THE DIRECTOR (OFF STAGE) 
No wikipedia in sixteen nineteen 


POCAHONTAS 
Will someone please get her off the stage? John lets take our tobacco to England and see 
if we can get the aristocrats addicted to the stuff, and you know how good it is for the 
health. That can be a big selling point. 


SLAVE 4 


(grabbing the calculator) 
We are fucked for 346 years. 


FADE TO BLACK. 
LIGHTS UP ON: ARTEMIS 


ARTEMIS (SEATED IN THE 
AUDIENCE) 
My my, the natives seem restless. 


(sarcastically) 
Will the slaves and Indians kill off all the illegal immigrants? Will the Indians get back 
there land? Will the slaves get back to Africa? Of course not! But if you have made it 
past the third grade you know that. 


